
Global Video Exchange Project 

 

An exchange of knowledge and learning of other culture is one of many ways that students or learners 

can gain growth. In this project, students from participating countries in Cambodia, Peru, Philippines, and 

Switzerland, will make a video with the topic of “Youth of Today”. The videos produced will then be 

exchanged with the participating countries so that learners from Philippines will gain insights about the 

youth of other participating countries, like how they look like, how they live, and their culture. Learners 

will get to know learners from other countries through the videos. 

 

The School of Living Tradition is located in Purok Kianibong, Barangay Rogongon, Iligan City.  It is around 

50 kilometers away from the city proper, and motorcycle is the only means of transportation to reach the 

school. The learners in this school are the participating group from Philippines. The learners comprises of 

Higaonon youths that ages from 12 to 18 years old, and have a total of 34 learners. The class was split into 

four groups. 

 

Global Video Exchange Project started with orientation 

and presentation of the project to the community and to 

the learners. Then the activities were formally opened 

with a ritual headed by a tribal elder Amay, and Datu 

Maserecampo Paulino Guicanan.  

 

A series of workshop then followed, in one instance where 

the students were asked to draw how they see themselves 

after 50 years. 

 

Conceptualization 

 

During the conceptualization of the video output, learners themselves were involve in the brainstorming 

through workshops conducted with a question, “What do they want to show to other students from other 

countries that is they think is different from them? and How do Higaonon youth live on a daily basis?” 

They came up with these top four topics: formal education, farming, School of Living Tradition, and mining. 

 

Through the project, equipment and supports were purchased to 

accommodate the need in the filming because the situation 

requires it, like camera for filming, car batteries since there are no 

electricity in the area, rain covers to protect the equipment, tripod, 

extra batteries and etc. Additional cameras were also leased to 

supplement and serve as back up for the main camera.  

 

 

Filming 

 

The filming of all four videos with the youth was facilitated and guided by Pailig’s volunteers who have 

the knowledge and experience in producing documentaries and short film. To maximize the time and 

resources, supporting equipment and tools were purchased for the scheduled 1 week of filming.  

 



The filming was conducted by taking turns, first was the formal 

school, followed by mining, farming and last is the School of Living 

Tradition. The schedule was arranged so as not to disturb the learners 

schedule who were also attending the formal education school and 

also in the chores in the farms and their homes.  

 

So that everyone will have the chance to be part of the film 

production, the group 

who will not be shown on the video being filmed will be 

observing from behind the camera while others are the ones 

holding the camera and filming the other group. 

 

Editing in the area to compile the video materials is very 

difficult for there is no electricity. Thus, during editing, the 

learners weren’t able to see the editing process. 

 

 

Screening 

 

There were two screenings conducted, first is the community 

screening where the film was shown in the community. The 

screening was conducted in Rogongon Agricultural High School, 

where through the project, their generator was repaired. 

Rogongon Agricultural High School was also one of the location 

during filming. Together with the learners, the high school 

students, teachers, and some tribal leaders were invited to watch 

the films. Also shown are 

the films from 

Cambodia, Peru and Switzerland. 

 

Upon seeing their faces on the film, the learners smiled and 

laughed at how they fair in the film. In seeing the films of other 

countries, they were able to say among themselves that they are 

really very poor. Throughout the screening, their faces show that 

they were happy with what they have accomplished. 

 

 

The other screening, the public screening took place in the 

city area. The objective is to help boost the morale of the 

Higaonon youth, to be proud of their roots and culture. 

This took place in Mindanao State University – Iligan 

Institute of Technology, where the audience are Sociology 

students, and some invited guests and other 

organizations. Together with the learners, the Higaonon 

Youth group named KAHABA, was also part of the activity. 

Some of the members of the youth organization were also 



learners of the School of Living Tradition. They presented their ethnic dance, and also presented an ethnic 

song they call, Darinday.  

 

The program in the public screening ended with an 

open forum where some students of the university 

raised their questions and answered by the School 

of Living Tradition Parateacher and also with the aid 

of the Tribal Chieftain, Datu Ayudante Arturo Cunto, 

who graced the activity with his presence. The tribal 

chieftain also headed the ritual to start the activity. 

 

 

Challenges 

 

As any activities, challenges are always there. The challenges that the team with the learners encountered 

are the following: 

 

The location is in a remote area with a travel time of around 2 -3 hours by motorcycle. Aside from the 

travel will take time, equipment will always be at risk because of the road condition where it is landslide-

prone, must cross a big river, and the some part of the road are narrow and deep that a motorcycle could 

just barely pass. 

 

There is also no electricity in the area, filming for long hours will not sustain. Thus a car battery was 

brought in to supplement the need, but still it cannot suffice. The battery also has to support the laptop 

for compilation of video materials. 

 

The learners’ exposure to technology is very limited. Most of them could only recognize old mobile 

phones, yet do not own one. Introducing them with a new technology in a short span of time may cause 

to have information overload into their part, and may lead to misinformation, which is what we do not 

want to happen. 

 

The learners are also very shy, though there is no direction or limited intervention in the filming, they still 

tend to shy away. Even in having them do the filming, they would tend to distant themselves and have 

others do it.  

 

The weather also plays a big role for it is rainy season in the Philippines during the filming, though it was 

answered with raincoats, however it cannot sustain for too long and can do limited filming activities, 

especially where filming activities in the area takes a lot of walking because one location is distant from 

the other, or the area we are stationing is distant from river where the location of the scene is. 

 

However, with so much challenges at hand, it didn’t prevent the project in accomplishing its’ goals and 

objectives. And as much as possible impart to the learners all the learnings from the technology and also 

for their own culture and development of knowledge. 

 

Recommendations 

 

It was a good run on the introduction of the project. Based on the experience and learning from the 

community and from the team, specific guides or activity guides may help in the preparation phase. Also, 



if the project will go on next year or so, the topic could go further deeper like the cultural roots of the 

learners or students. 

 

Overall, the project helped the learners in exploring their creativity, knowledge, and at the same time 

learn more about themselves and their own ethnicity. 

 

  

 

     

 

 

 

 


